bottom of form 

option 
for centronics 
101 and 101A printers 


Bottom of Form (BOF) is an optional format control 
feature for Model 101 and 101A printers. BOF allows 
the printer to skip from a specified form location to the 
top of the next form without the need of software 
control. This feature eliminates printing on the perfora¬ 
tion area between sheets and leaves a margin at the top 
and bottom of each form. 

BOF is controlled by a paper tape which is contained on 
the 2-channel Vertical Format Unit. This same tape also 
controls the Vertical Tab (VT) and the Top of Form 
(TOF) features on the Model 101 and 101A printers. 

The tape is a standard t-inch wide, 8-channel black 
opaque paper tape (available from Centronics). The 
sprocket holes, located between channels 3 and 4, have 
a 1/10 inch pitch between holes. Each sprocket hole 
represents one print line (1/6 inch). The tape reader and 
paper feed mechanisms are mechanically linked so that 
each line feed advances both the paper by one line and 
the paper tape by one sprocket hole. Channel 5 defines 
the Vertical Tab format. Channel 7 defines the Top of 
Form format. BOF occurs when holes appear in 
cjiannets 5 and 7 on the tape. When the printer detects 
(he two BOF holes, it will immediately initiate a Top of 
Form instruction. 

Detection of a BOF advances the tape and paper to the 
next hole in channel 7 (TOF). The last line to be printed 
actually occurs one line before the punched BOF holes 
on the paper tape. 

Reception of a TOF code (octal 014) or pressing the 
TOP OF FORM switch advances the tape and paper to 
the next single hole in channel 7. BOF and TOF must be 
separated by at least one complete line. 

Master tapes for different length forms can be created 
on most teletypewriters containing a paper tape punch 
or with an optional Centronics Manual Tape Punch. 
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The Bottom of Form feature is one of many available options for Centronics Model 101 and 101A printers. 
The Model 101 printsa 5x 7 dot matrix character and the Model 101A printsa 9x 7 dot matrix character. 
These printers have a printing speed of 165 cps. Line speeds range from 60 Ipm to 200 Ipm. 

For more information on the Model 101 and 101A or other Centronics printers and keyboard printers, 
V contact one of the Centronics Sales Offices listed below. 


Specifications subject to change without notice. 
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